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Computing Curriculum Rationale

Intent

The subjects within the broader curriculum are vital for children to build up a deep understanding
about the world outside of the classroom and provides the necessary framework for children to
explore their individual curiosities. At Oreston Community Academy, we recognise that technology
and digital literacy are becoming an ever growing dimension to modern life and it is therefore
imperative that children are able to develop an understanding of the essential elements of
computer science to prevent them being at a disadvantage later in their academic life.

We aim to do this by embellishing our already rich curriculum with technology and therefore
provide the opportunities for the children to enhance their digital literacy. This could take the form
of research in history, presentations in geography, data handling in maths, reflecting on
techniques in PE, or exploring digital art. Technology is interwoven through every aspect of
modern life and we therefore feel that this subtle, yet consistent approach to the use of
technology best reflects the world beyond the classroom.

Implementation

As mentioned earlier, we believe that is important that children no longer perceive computing to
be an entirely separate area of the curriculum that is taught without a context comparable to that
found beyond our school gates. By enhancing our curriculum with technology, we can build on the
powerful experiences that the children get across the entire curriculum and allow them to develop
skills that are instantly transferable to a non-academic setting. We aim to use apps and programs
that are accessible to children and families so that the value of these taught skills increase
dramatically as they demonstrate their computational thinking outside of school. We may use
iMovie to document and edit a science experiment. They may use those same skills to create a
holiday montage in the summer. We integrate technology to this degree to achieve the intent
above.

Online Safety
We recognise the growing importance of e-safety and its rapid evolution, so have created a

number of displays throughout the school to help inform children, staff, and visitors about how to
maintain a safe online presence.

All members of staff at Oreston Community Academy are trained in spotting the impacts of cyber
bullying and will pass this information to the appropriate class teachers and safeguarding team.
Parents are informed of these issues as they arise and are offered support and guidance if
guidance if required.

Impact

As we deliver a curriculum that has been enhanced through the implementation of technology, we
will continue to see children become more adept at using technology to explore their individual
curiosities, both inside the classroom and out. This approach will see that children will have a
comprehensive understanding of how to utilise technology to improve the efficiency and make
their learning more engaging themselves. This approach will ensure that Year 6 will not be
disadvantaged upon arriving at a secondary school that continually evolves and update their
computing resources.
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The children at Oreston Community Academy have a clear understanding of the importance of
online safety and importance of displaying mutual respect towards each other online. We have put
a particular focus on this in the ever-growing spheres of social media and online gaming to best
protect the mental wellbeing of the children. Again, our approach is contributing to the creating of
what is considered to be rounded young learner in the modern world as children have the
opportunities to develop a positive relationship with technology in a manner that is immediately
transferable to the world beyond our school gates.

Early Years Foundation Stage

The early years stage of schooling at Oreston Community Academy offers a continuous provision
of play-based learning to give rise to more powerful learning experiences for the children in early
years. Computing and technology has an increasingly important part to play in this stage of
schooling as younger children become more fluent in using technology. As outlined above, we
want to give children the opportunity to use technology in a manner that is interwoven throughout
what they would ordinarily be doing and at a level that is age appropriate. This may become in
the form of taking a photo of something they find interesting and commenting on it, which
supports imaginative expression and play while also encouraging those key communicative skills.

For children that struggle to communicate effectively, technology can be vital in allowing them to
express their thoughts and feelings and build their confidence. It is very easy to perceive
computing as a very inward subject that promotes social regression, when in fact it can be utilised
effectively to allow children to communicate in a more comprehensive manner than ever before.




