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WESTCOUNTRY
SCHOOLS TRUST

Headteacher: Mrs Best

Deputy Headteacher — Overview of Early Years and Key Stage 1:
Mrs Howarth

Assistant Headteacher — Overview of Key Stage 2: Miss
Hannaford

Welcome to Foundation

Early Years Team Leader: Mr Mantell
Teachers: Mrs Howarth and Mr Mantell

Teaching Assistants: Mrs Chambers and Miss Hurley



Home School Agreement

Attendance

Time keeping /

Uniform

Independence

Behaviour

/

« Qreston logo navy blue sweatshirt or cardigan (no zips or hoods)
Oreston navy blue fleece (optional)

Oreston (or plain) white polo shirt / collared shirt / blouse

Grey or navy skirt, pinafore dress, tailored trousers or shorts
Blue and white gingham dress for summer (no jumpsuits)

Navy / white / grey socks or navy / grey tights

Suitable black school shoes (no trainers or boots)

Trainers can be changed into for breaktimes and lunchtimes

Note: Children in Foundation, Year 1 and 2 must have a school book-bag. All
items of clothing must be clearly marked with your child’s name.

PE Kit

Indoor:
« Black shorts or skorts
« White t-shirt
Qutdoor:
« As above with plimsolls and trainers (trainers preferred)
« Black or blue leggings / tracksuit bottoms can be worn
« Qreston hoodie or school jumper / cardigan can be worn

Note: All children will require a named PE bag. All items must be clearly
marked with your child’s name.

BehaviourPolicy online
http://www.orestonacademy.com/policies/




Our themes this year are:

Will you read me a

story?
(Terms 1 and 2)

n—
Are we there yet? '
(Terms 3 and 4) b .

Why do ladybirds

have spots?
(Terms 5 and 6)




Our theme this term:

Will you read me a story?

A magical project all about fairy tales, goodies and
baddies!

on the packet. Does

= it give you any ideas? &
“ - d to plant your

- peans? Remember you will
need to water them too!

Wihat shall wé
dofwithlthenm?

Time to collect
Hyou, ‘beanlings’
andle with care!

Why not write a fairy
) tale to tell the story of
= your magic beans. How will
it begin? Once upon @ time?




A Broad and Balanced Curriculum

Seven areas of learning

Three prime areas:

Personal, social and emotional development
Communication and language

Physical development

Four specificareas:

Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding the world

Expressive arts and design

Library Time




Theme Days/ Weeks

e Team Building Weeks
 E-safety

* Comic Relief

* Children in Need

* Anti-bullying Week

* Science and Engineering Week
* Health Week

* International Week

* World Book Day




Read\Write!inc:
p

honics

We are now using Kead Write Inc. Phonics, a very popular and successful

literacy programme.
All stajjr have had training for this programme.

Your children will begin {earning this term on ‘Fred Talk’ and Set 1 Speed
Sounds.

The programme ensures that children ‘keep up not catch up’.
There will be afurther guidance sheet to faHow.

Further updates on the website to pro vide supportfur parents.




Handwriting

* Handwriting is taught daily as part of the Read Write Inc
Phonics session.

* In Foundation, children are supported to develop gross
motor skills to help movement and language associated
with this e.g. ‘around’, ‘down’ and ‘curl’.

* Children move onto developing fine motor skills using a
creative approach, for example chalks, whiteboards,
water and play-dough.

* Children use plain and lined paper to practise handwriting
in their books.

* The expectation is that children should write most letters
in the alphabet correctly by the end of the year.



Handwriting

* We use the ‘patter’ and images from the Read Write Inc
programme to support children to use the correct letter
formation.

* Example of the letter images and ‘patter’:

a

el

Around the apple
and down the
leaf.

Down the laces to

the heel and
around the toe.

C

C

Curl around the
caterpillar.

Around the
dinosaurs bottom,

up his tall neck &
down to his toes.

Lift off the top
and scoop out the

egg.

Further guidance will be provided in the future.
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Tapestry o

ONLINE LEARNING
JOURNAL

* This year the Early Years team are continuing to use an educational software
called ‘Tapestry’. This allows each child to have their own ‘Learning Journal’.

* Tapestry offers direct access to this system to relatives, so that you are kept
informed of activities and achievements your child has been involved in at
school.

e Tapestry allows you to add observations and photographs of your own as
well as post comments. We love to hear about learning and WOW moments
from home, so please add any moments of interest or learning that your
child experiences out of school.



Maths Curriculum

* Mathswill be taught to ensure a greater depth for greater
understanding.
* Thereis a greater emphasis upon solving problems set in
real-life contexts.
* Great emphasisis placed upon the use of the correct mathematical vocabulary.
* The expectationis that children should be able to do the following by the end of the year:

»Have a deep understanding of number to 10, includingthe composition of each number.
»Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5.

» Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up
to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts.

»Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system.

»Compare quantitiesup to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantityis greater
than, less than or the same as the other quantity.

»Explore and represent patterns within numbers U|Io to 10, including evens and odds, double
facts and how quantitiescan be distributed equally.



Manipulatives
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Calculation Progression

The calculation policy used at Oreston is availableto be viewed on the Oreston
Website. This will show you the strategies that are being used in class and will
help you to support your child at home.
http://www.orestonacademy.com/our-approach-to-teaching-maths-

at-oreston/



http://www.orestonacademy.com/our-approach-to-teaching-maths-at-oreston/

Library Books

Your child will be able to select a library book to take
home. These books are to promote a love of reading and
is a book to be shared at home with your child.

There is a library card sent home with the book. Please
ensure that this is placed inside the book when it is
returned.

o




Home learning

Information sheets

 Sent home weekly via Tapestry (Sway document).

e Explains the focus for each week to help keep you informed.

* There will be suggestions for an activity to complete at home
which will be linked to the current focus.

 We will send home links for phonics videos either online or on a
QR code.

* An enjoyable activity for you to share at home.

* Weekly reading support with learning letter sounds.

Rea el

cs a8
My Set 1
Speed Sounds
Book




Reading Logs
Reading Rewards:
Sticker for every 3 reads

Points Awards
100 Bronze award
175 Silver award
250 Gold award

Every time a child reads at home and a comment is
written in their reading log, they will earn a reading point
(maximum 1 per day). The aim is to read at home three
times every week. Once the children have reached the
number of points as listed below, they will receive a
reading reward for their efforts. They can also achieve
one bonus reading for pleasure point each week, where
they record a book they have had read aloud to them,
listened to an audiobook or read a book of their own
choice.

» Class Teacher/Teaching Assistant will
highlight the dates of each read

« Remember to record each read

«  Expectation is to read and record at least 3
days a week

Appendix 1 - Foundation

At school we will...

= Read a story every day to your child focussing on
new words to develop key vocabulary and oracy.

* Provide a daily phonic session In a small group as
soon as they start schoaol to teach letter sounds
and read words.

= Assess children’s phonic knowledge on a regular
basis to ensure that your child is making progress
and address any misconceptions.

* Provide books for children to explore in different
learning spaces that link to different topics. Share
baaks linked to all subject areas.

* Provide workshops to support parents/carers with
phonics and early reading.

+ Provide information about the Read Write Inc
phanic scheme an our schoal website.

= Provide ideas to try at home linked to reading and
phaonics. Provide Read Write Inc videos every
week to help practise phanics.

= Award a weekly reading champion a book to take
home forever!

= Send home the book that your child has read in
their phonics lesson as well as the matched Book
Bag Book (from red books).

= Provide ideas to try at heme linked to reading

* Provide a weekly library session where children
can take home a book of their choice to read for
enjoyment and phonles.

= Ensure an adult reads one to one with your child
at least once a week and this will be recorded in
the reading record.

» Provide one to one daily reading and phaonic
sessions with children whe would benefit from
additional reading support.

# Check reading records regularly to strengthen the
link between home and school reading.

As parents/carers you can...

-

Encourage a love of reading and help children
te understand the importance of reading
regularly. Explore the meaning of new words
with your child.

Share fiction and non-fiction books on a
regular basis at home and talk about pictures,
events and characters. It is important to share
nursery rhymes, traditional tales, magazines,
menus and signs which show print.

Come into schoaol to learn about early reading
in aur termly parent/carer workshops.
Practise phonic skills at home linked to your
child’s current knowledge. Read Write Inc
videos will be sent home each week for you to
practise together.

Read with your child at least three times a
week and record this in the Reading Log so
your child can take part in our reading reward
system.

Make sure that reading books and Reading
Logs in a book bag are brought into schoal
every day.

Books should be re-read. This is to develop
children’s fluency and comprehension.

Share your child's library book with them
weekly and return to school so it can be
changed.

Practise weekly spellings (from Term &)
Volunteer to hear children read in school.
Visit the local library and take part in reading
challenges.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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-
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PE Kits

Your child will be having one PE sessions each week.

These will take place on a Friday.

PE Kit
Indoor:
« Black shorts or skorts
e  White t-shirt
Outdoor:
« As abave with plimsolls and trainers (trainers preferred)
« Black or blue leggings / tracksuit bottoms can be worn
+ Qreston hoodie or school jumper [ cardigan can be worn

Note: All children will require a named PE bag. All items must be clearly
marked with your child’s name.

Please ensure that your child has the correct PE kit in school at all
times as arrangements can change.

Please ensure all jewellery is removed and long hair
is tied up. If studs cannot be removed, please cover

with plasters/tape. ,
A reminder may be sent home if your child doesn’t bring their kit

into school.




Lunch time Q eduspot @

All children eat their lunch in the school hall. schoolmoney
Early Years staff go to the hall to support the children in collecting
their lunch, cutting food and selecting drinks and desserts.

Your child will select what they would like to eat with a member

of staff each morning.

If your child does not like the meal they have chosen, they can
select something different.
Please try and choose at home

Autumn Menu 2022
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Drop off in the morning at the allotment gate between 8.40 and 8.50am and collection at 3.20pm
(from the MUGA). FM will always come out first followed by FH. Please ensure you wait behind the
white line so we can ensure all children reach their parent/carer safely.

Children should bring in a named water bottle (just water please) every day.

Children should have their name on all belongings.

Foundation children are provided with fruit and milk daily (alternatives for allergies and
intolerances).

Children need to bring a book bag (with a keyring attached). They do not need to bring a separate
bag for spare clothes as they can be kept in their book bag.

Help your child by encouraging them to dress and undress themselves.

If your child needs any medication, you need to fill in an administrating medicine form from the
office.

Inhalers — Please bring these into school and they will be stored in a named bag in the classroom.

Please contact the office as soon as possible to inform the school of any lateness or absence due to
illness.

Parking — please be mindful of the public when parking at the beginning and end of the day. Do not
park on the double yellow lines or on the pavement.



Making Contact

e|f you have any concerns, please let us know
sooner rather than later.

eYou can email us at foundation@oreston.com or
admin@oreston.com or phoneon 01752 402050
(URGENT).

e\We would like to know your concerns so that we
can then help.


mailto:foundation@oreston.com
mailto:admin@oreston.com

The School Website:

www.orestonacademy.com
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Thank you for listening!



