Curriculum Rationale
At Oreston Community Academy, we believe that reading is the key that unlocks all learning. We are committed to ensuring that every child becomes a confident, fluent and enthusiastic reader who develops a lifelong love of books, language and learning.
Reading is at the heart of our curriculum and is embedded across all subjects. Through exposure to a rich and diverse range of texts, pupils develop the knowledge, vocabulary and cultural capital needed to understand the world around them and to succeed academically. We aim to foster curiosity, imagination and critical thinking through high-quality literature, purposeful discussion and meaningful reading experiences.
We recognise that reading is fundamental to children's future success. Therefore, our curriculum is carefully designed to ensure all pupils, regardless of background, starting point or need, develop the skills, knowledge and motivation required to become independent readers.
By the time pupils leave Oreston Community Academy, they will be able to:
· read fluently and accurately across a range of genres;
· discuss and evaluate texts thoughtfully;
· make connections between ideas, authors and themes;
· choose and recommend books independently;
· use reading to acquire knowledge across the curriculum; and
· develop a lifelong appreciation of literature and reading for pleasure.

Intent
At Oreston Community Academy, our intent is to develop confident, capable and enthusiastic readers through a structured, ambitious and inclusive reading curriculum.
We aim to:
· ensure every pupil learns to read with fluency, accuracy and understanding;
· foster a culture where reading is valued, celebrated and enjoyed;
· develop pupils' vocabulary and language comprehension through rich and varied texts;
· provide pupils with opportunities to encounter diverse authors, genres and perspectives;
· equip children with the skills required to interpret, analyse and evaluate texts critically;
· ensure reading supports learning across the wider curriculum; and
· prepare pupils for successful transition to secondary education and lifelong learning.
Our reading curriculum is underpinned by the belief that all children can become successful readers. Through explicit teaching, carefully sequenced learning and high expectations for all, we ensure that every pupil can flourish.

Essential Knowledge
Our reading curriculum is built around three interconnected strands of essential knowledge.
Word Reading
Pupils develop secure decoding and fluency through systematic phonics teaching, repeated practice and supported reading experiences.
Children learn to:
· apply phonic knowledge confidently;
· read accurately and automatically;
· develop fluency, expression and prosody; and
· tackle increasingly challenging texts independently.
Language Comprehension
Pupils learn to construct meaning from texts by developing vocabulary, background knowledge and comprehension strategies.
Children learn to:
· retrieve information;
· infer meaning from evidence;
· summarise key ideas;
· predict effectively;
· explain vocabulary choices; and
· evaluate author's intent and effect.
Reading for Pleasure
Children develop positive reading habits through regular opportunities to engage with high-quality texts and independent reading.
Children learn to:
· choose books independently;
· discuss books confidently;
· develop personal reading preferences;
· recommend texts to others; and
· view reading as an enjoyable and rewarding activity.

Aims
Our Reading curriculum aims to:
· develop fluent, independent readers;
· nurture a lifelong love of reading;
· broaden vocabulary and language acquisition;
· improve comprehension and critical thinking skills;
· enhance cultural understanding and empathy;
· promote discussion and oracy through literature;
· support learning across all curriculum areas; and
· ensure all pupils achieve their full potential as readers.

Implementation
Reading is taught daily throughout the school through a combination of systematic phonics, whole-class reading, guided reading, independent reading and curriculum reading opportunities.
Whole-Class Reading
Children engage in high-quality whole-class reading sessions which expose them to ambitious vocabulary, rich discussion and increasingly complex texts. Teachers explicitly model reading strategies and comprehension skills.
Reading Fluency
Fluency is developed through:
· modelled expert reading;
· repeated reading;
· choral reading;
· partner reading;
· performance reading; and
· opportunities to hear skilled readers regularly.
Reading Comprehension
Children are taught to:
· retrieve information;
· make inferences;
· explain vocabulary;
· predict outcomes;
· summarise ideas; and
· evaluate texts critically.
Reading for Pleasure
We promote reading for pleasure through:
· high-quality class texts;
· well-stocked reading environments;
· regular story time;
· author studies;
· library visits;
· reading celebrations; and
· opportunities for independent text choice.
Targeted Support
Pupils requiring additional support receive timely intervention to ensure that gaps in reading are identified and addressed quickly. Adaptive teaching and evidence-informed interventions ensure that all pupils make strong progress.

Early Years Foundation Stage
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, reading begins with the development of speaking, listening and language.
Children are immersed in language-rich environments where stories, rhymes, songs and conversation promote communication and comprehension skills.
Early reading development includes:
· systematic phonics teaching;
· daily story sessions;
· language-rich play experiences;
· vocabulary development;
· oral storytelling; and
· opportunities to develop comprehension through discussion.
Children develop positive attitudes towards books and begin to understand that print carries meaning.

What Pupils Are Taught
Word Reading
Pupils are taught to:
· apply phonics knowledge rapidly and accurately;
· decode unfamiliar words confidently;
· read common exception words automatically;
· develop fluency and expression; and
· read age-appropriate texts independently.
Comprehension
Pupils are taught to:
· retrieve information accurately;
· infer meaning using evidence;
· identify themes and key ideas;
· explain the meaning of vocabulary;
· make predictions; and
· discuss author's language and choices.
Reading for Pleasure
Pupils are taught to:
· develop reading stamina;
· choose books independently;
· explore a wide range of genres;
· engage in book discussions; and
· form personal opinions about texts.

Impact and Assessment
The impact of our reading curriculum is that pupils become fluent, confident and enthusiastic readers who are able to access the full curriculum and succeed in future education.
As pupils progress through the school, they demonstrate:
· increasing fluency and accuracy;
· secure comprehension skills;
· broad and ambitious vocabulary;
· positive attitudes towards reading;
· independence in text selection; and
· confidence when discussing literature.
Assessment is ongoing and informs future teaching. Teachers use questioning, discussion, observations, reading conferences, formative assessment and summative assessments to identify strengths, address misconceptions and determine next steps.
Reading progress is monitored carefully to ensure that all pupils achieve well and that any barriers to success are identified and addressed promptly.
Ultimately, pupils leave Oreston Community Academy as lifelong readers who recognise reading as a source of knowledge, enjoyment and personal growth.

