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Curriculum Rationale
At Oreston Community Academy, we value the teaching and learning of another language. We aim to prepare children to develop language-learning skills that they can build on throughout their lives. We believe that a high-quality languages education fosters curiosity, develops communication skills and deepens children’s understanding of the world as European and global citizens.
All children at Oreston learn French from the time they start school. We want them to develop secure knowledge, confidence and positive attitudes towards language learning, and to leave us with a strong foundation for further study at secondary school.
Intent
At Oreston, we are committed to embedding a positive attitude to language learning amongst children and staff. We want pupils to develop an awareness and appreciation of cultural similarities and differences, while gaining the confidence to communicate in French and to take risks in their learning.
We use the Rachel Hawkes approach to support the development of competent and confident French linguists. Learning is planned to develop pupils’ listening, speaking, reading and writing over time, with regular opportunities to revisit and build on prior learning. The curriculum gives appropriate attention to spoken and written language and supports pupils to understand how language works, including links and differences between French, English and the heritage languages represented within our school community.
Our intention is for every child to develop the ability to:
understand and respond to spoken and written French from a range of sources;
speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, including asking and answering questions and expressing ideas;
improve the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation;
write phrases and sentences for different purposes, drawing on the vocabulary and grammatical structures they have learned;
read and appreciate a range of texts in French; and
develop curiosity about French-speaking cultures and respect for cultural diversity.
Essential Knowledge
Our French curriculum develops three interconnected strands of essential knowledge. These are revisited and developed as pupils progress through the school.
Phonics – The key components of the sound–writing relationship, helping pupils link the sounds of French to the way words are written and pronounce familiar language accurately.
Vocabulary – A growing bank of useful, frequently used words and phrases that pupils can understand, recall and apply in different contexts.
Grammar – The building blocks pupils need to create simple sentences independently, including noun gender, singular and plural forms, adjective position and agreement, and the use and conjugation of high-frequency verbs.
Through these strands, pupils will:
develop linguistic and communicative competence;
extend their understanding of how language works;
make comparisons between French, English and any heritage languages they know; and
build a secure foundation for further language learning at Key Stage 3.
Aims
Our aims for French at Oreston Community Academy are to:
introduce children to French in an enjoyable and engaging way;
stimulate curiosity about language and develop an understanding of language structures;
develop listening, speaking, reading and writing skills progressively;
support pupils to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings about familiar and routine matters;
develop accurate pronunciation and intonation alongside growing grammatical knowledge and vocabulary;
increase awareness of cultural similarities and differences and promote respect for others;
make appropriate cross-curricular links and strengthen pupils’ understanding of language more broadly; and
lay the foundations for successful future language study.
Implementation
French is taught to children from Nursery to Year 6 by class teachers and Teaching Assistants, with support from the MFL Leader. Teaching follows the Rachel Hawkes approach and is informed by the school’s long-term curriculum plan. Classes have a dedicated French session each week, with further opportunities to revisit and use previously learned French in everyday routines and classroom practice.
Learning is sequenced so that pupils build on prior knowledge over time. Pupils encounter and practise vocabulary, phonics and grammatical structures regularly, moving from understanding and responding to familiar words and phrases towards constructing and adapting their own sentences. A positive “have-a-go” attitude is encouraged, and pupils are given regular opportunities to practise language in meaningful contexts.
Teaching provides an appropriate balance of spoken and written French. Pupils listen attentively, join in with songs and rhymes where appropriate, practise pronunciation, take part in conversations, ask and answer questions, read familiar words and texts, and write phrases and sentences using the language they have learned. Teachers make use of repetition, modelling, questioning, games, role-play and suitable technology to support practice and confidence.
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, children are introduced to simple French vocabulary through songs, games, stories and daily routines. Listening, repetition and opportunities to respond are central to this early experience.
In Key Stage 1, pupils continue to develop listening and speaking, explore familiar written words, practise simple sentence structures and begin to recognise spelling patterns and the gender of familiar nouns.
In Key Stage 2, pupils build on prior learning by extending their vocabulary, improving pronunciation, reading and understanding increasingly challenging language, asking and answering questions, expressing opinions, and writing and adapting phrases and sentences. They develop their understanding of grammar and explore aspects of life and culture in French-speaking communities.
French is taught inclusively, with appropriate support and adaptations so that all pupils can participate, make progress and experience success. Cultural learning encourages pupils to reflect on their own experiences and to understand and respect the views, beliefs and traditions of others.
What pupils are taught
Listening and speaking
listen attentively and show understanding by joining in and responding;
explore sounds and sound–spelling links in French;
engage in conversations, ask and answer questions, express opinions and seek clarification or help;
speak in sentences using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic structures;
develop pronunciation and intonation so that their meaning can be understood; and
present ideas and information orally to different audiences.
Reading and writing
read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple texts;
recognise familiar vocabulary and use known sound–spelling links to support reading;
broaden vocabulary by encountering new words in familiar contexts;
write familiar phrases from memory and adapt them to create new sentences;
describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing; and
use vocabulary and grammatical structures they have learned for different purposes.
Grammar and language awareness
understand the role of masculine and feminine nouns and singular and plural forms;
use familiar adjectives and begin to apply appropriate position and agreement;
use high-frequency verbs and develop understanding of their conjugation;
recognise patterns in French and use them to build and adapt sentences; and
identify similarities and differences between French, English and other known languages.
Intercultural understanding
identify similarities and differences in everyday life, stories, celebrations and social conventions;
develop curiosity about French-speaking cultures; and
show respect for cultural diversity and the experiences of others.
Impact and Assessment
The impact of the curriculum is that pupils develop secure, increasingly connected knowledge of French and the confidence to use it. As they progress, they should be able to recall and apply vocabulary, use familiar phonics knowledge to support pronunciation and reading, and draw on grammatical structures to understand and create phrases and sentences.
Pupils’ cultural understanding develops through learning about life and traditions in French-speaking communities and through opportunities to celebrate languages across the school. Where appropriate, links and transition activities with local secondary schools support pupils as they prepare for further language study.
Assessment is ongoing and informs future teaching. Teachers use observation, questioning and pupils’ responses in listening, speaking, reading and writing to check understanding, identify gaps and plan next steps. Pupils are encouraged to reflect on their learning, practise language and recognise their progress. Assessment should help teachers revisit essential knowledge and ensure that pupils have opportunities to secure and apply what they have learned.

